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Westland Mall
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• The namesake for the City, Westland 
Mall long served as the community’s 
economic anchor – replacing a 
traditional downtown

• Since the mid-90s, malls have seen a 
decline

• This has been exacerbated by the 2008 
Financial Crisis and the COVID-19 
pandemic, as well as the proliferation 
of online retail

• Westland Mall has suffered as a 
result of all these factors, becoming 
a distressed property, negatively 
impacting Westland’s economy

• Westland Mall’s vacancy rate is 
currently 54.3%; far above the 
national standard of 8.7%, and the 
Class c Mall standard of 13.3%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The City of Westland’s identity and existence has forever been tied to the Westland Mall.  After the official groundbreaking for the Westland Mall in 1963, the City of Livonia attempted to annex seven square miles on Nankin Township, which included the mall.  Fierce opposition from residents of Nankin Township led to a race to incorporate as a city.  The fight to save the mall from Livonia was a rallying cry within the community and so in 1966, the City of Westland came into existence, sharing its name with its inspiration. 

Unfortunately, malls served as a replacement for traditional downtowns in many communities – including Westland.  Mall decline occurred due to the decline of brick and mortar retail sales since the mid-90’s as a result of increased online shopping.  The decline was exacerbated by economic downturns in 2008-2009 and continued to decline at a sharper rate due to the conditions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.  As such, the Westland Mall has become distressed and no longer serves as an economic anchor for the significant number of surrounding businesses located within Westland’s Shop and Dine District.   The district is in need of a new anchor which will bolster the local economy and serve as a hub for community activity.
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City Centre District
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• In 2015, City Hall was relocated to 
Warren Road, with a new Fire Station 
built on the adjacent parcel

• This was the first step toward 
creating a City Centre District in 
Westland

• In 2020, the TIFA Board approved a 
transformation plan showing the 
potential for redevelopment in this 
corridor over the next 30 years

• What does the plan mean for 
residents?

• Vibrant shopping and 
entertainment options

• High quality civic and medical 
institutions

• Walkable, public places to enjoy 
events and gather with friends

• A variety of newly created jobs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2015, Westland relocated its City Hall to Warren Road and built a new fire station on the adjacent parcel.  

In 2020, the TIFA Board approved a 2050 Transformation plan, specifically focusing on the mall area as one project area for redevelopment. 

This redevelopment plan outlines new opportunities for the City – for both businesses and residents.

The development of a centrally located all-season, all-inclusive vibrant recreation space will be key to implementing the City’s Vision. Hence – (next slide) 
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Project Basis
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• 3.9 acre Westland Owned Parcel

• Adjacent to City Hall

• Opportunity for Public Park/Gathering Space

• Catalyst for: 
• Westland’s “Shop and Dine District”
• City Centre District (City’s Downtown Area)

• Goals:
• Increase Market for Commercial and 

Residential
• Provide Anchor for Existing Business
• Create a Vibrant Space
• Activation of Vacant Property
• Space for Community Programming

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The subject property is a 3.7 acre parcel, owned by the City of Westland located adjacent to Westland City Hall. 

The TIFA Board has identified this site as an opportunity to create a public park space/gathering area as well as an expansion of the City Hall campus.

Envisioned as a catalyst for future redevelopment of Westland’s “Shop and Dine District” and the creation of a City Centre District to serve as a the city’s downtown area. 
 
Goal is to strengthen the market for future commercial and residential development and to provide an anchor within the district to support the existing businesses in the area.  

Project would create a sense of vibrancy within the area and allow the City to activate the property and adjacent thoroughfare with programming.
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Project Elements

Walking Trail 
Multiple Play Spaces:

 Nature Play Area 
 Adventure Play Area

Gardens 
 Boardwalk Entry from 
City Hall
 Band shell to Host:

 Concerts
 Community Activities

 Picnic and Gathering 
Areas

5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The park will include a walking trail, play areas, nature play area, adventure play area, gardens, and boardwalk entry from city hall. 

The center piece of the park will be a great lawn and band shell where concerts and other community activities will be hosted. 
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Project Overview
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[LINK TO VIDEO]

https://youtu.be/DCTBIg5ir1w?si=CjQbZ2cCyYluMy7F
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Nature and Adventure 
Play

7

Goals:
• Incorporated into Surrounding 

Landscape
• Provide Connection to 

Environment
• Provide a Non-Structured Play 

Environment 

Goals:
• Outdoor Play Environment
• Encourage Creativity and 

Imagination
• Elevation Changes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The goal of both the nature play and adventure play is to provide children with opportunities to connect with nature and their surroundings, providing opportunities for play while providing amenities which differ greatly than what is offered at Tattan Park. 
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Biergarten and Multi-Use 
Space

Goals:
 Inviting Gathering Area
 Space to Dine Al Fresco
 Oasis in Bustling Community
 Sustainable Design
 Opportunity for Art Installations

8

Goals:
• Mutli-use space for lawn games
• Opportunity for Art Installations
• VIP Viewing Opportunity for Large 

Concerts & Events
• Opportunity for additional 

programming
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Great Lawn and 
Amphitheatre

Goals:
 Host Events

 Blues, Brews & Barbecue 
Style Events

 Food Truck Festivals
 Movies in the Park
 Concert Series

 Host classes
 Yoga in the park
 Dance classes

 Regional Destination
 Rental Opportunity
 Walking/Exercise Loop

9
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Nankin Blvd Streetscape 
and Plaza Improvements

Streetscape 
Improvements

• Traffic Calming

• Ability to 
Temporarily Expand 
Event Space

• Pedestrian 
Connection with 
Central City Pkwy & 
Warren Rd

• Gateway Signage @ 
North & South Ends

10
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