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Westiland Mall

« THE NAMESAKE FOR THE CITY, WESTLAND
MALL LONG SERVED AS THE COMMUNITY’S
ECONOMIC ANCHOR - REPLACING A
TRADITIONAL DOWNTOWN

« SINCE THE MID-90S, MALLS HAVE SEEN A
DECLINE

- THIS HAS BEEN EXACERBATED BY THE 2008
FINANCIAL CRISIS AND THE COVID-19
PANDEMIC, AS WELL AS THE PROLIFERATION -
OF ONLINE RETAIL

- WESTLAND MALL HAS SUFFERED AS A
RESULT OF ALL THESE FACTORS, BECOMING
A DISTRESSED PROPERTY, NEGATIVELY
IMPACTING WESTLAND'S ECONOMY

« WESTLAND MALL’'S VACANCY RATE IS
CURRENTLY 54.3%; FAR ABOVE THE
NATIONAL STANDARD OF 8.7%, AND THE
CLASS C MALL STANDARD OF 13.3%



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The City of Westland’s identity and existence has forever been tied to the Westland Mall.  After the official groundbreaking for the Westland Mall in 1963, the City of Livonia attempted to annex seven square miles on Nankin Township, which included the mall.  Fierce opposition from residents of Nankin Township led to a race to incorporate as a city.  The fight to save the mall from Livonia was a rallying cry within the community and so in 1966, the City of Westland came into existence, sharing its name with its inspiration. 

Unfortunately, malls served as a replacement for traditional downtowns in many communities – including Westland.  Mall decline occurred due to the decline of brick and mortar retail sales since the mid-90’s as a result of increased online shopping.  The decline was exacerbated by economic downturns in 2008-2009 and continued to decline at a sharper rate due to the conditions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.  As such, the Westland Mall has become distressed and no longer serves as an economic anchor for the significant number of surrounding businesses located within Westland’s Shop and Dine District.   The district is in need of a new anchor which will bolster the local economy and serve as a hub for community activity.



City Centre District

 IN 2015, CITY HALL WAS RELOCATED TO
WARREN ROAD, WITH A NEW FIRE STATION
BUILT ON THE ADJACENT PARCEL
« THIS WAS THE FIRST STEP TOWARD
CREATING A CITY CENTRE DISTRICT IN
WESTLAND
« IN 2020, THE TIFA BOARD APPROVED A
TRANSFORMATION PLAN SHOWING THE
POTENTIAL FOR REDEVELOPMENT IN THIS
CORRIDOR OVER THE NEXT 30 YEARS
« WHAT DOES THE PLAN MEAN FOR
RESIDENTS?
« VIBRANT SHOPPING AND
ENTERTAINMENT OPTIONS
« HIGH QUALITY CIVIC AND MEDICAL
INSTITUTIONS
« WALKABLE, PUBLIC PLACES TO ENJOY
EVENTS AND GATHER WITH FRIENDS
« A VARIETY OF NEWLY CREATED JOBS

I Mixed Use and Retail
I Multi-family Residential
I Existing Commercial



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2015, Westland relocated its City Hall to Warren Road and built a new fire station on the adjacent parcel.  

In 2020, the TIFA Board approved a 2050 Transformation plan, specifically focusing on the mall area as one project area for redevelopment. 

This redevelopment plan outlines new opportunities for the City – for both businesses and residents.

The development of a centrally located all-season, all-inclusive vibrant recreation space will be key to implementing the City’s Vision. Hence – (next slide) 
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Project Basis

« 3.9 ACRE WESTLAND OWNED PARCEL
« ADJACENT TO CITY HALL
« OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC PARK/GATHERING SPACE

« CATALYST FOR:
« WESTLAND'S “SHOP AND DINE DISTRICT" ,
« CITY CENTRE DISTRICT (CITY'S DOWNTOWN AREA)

« GOALS:
« INCREASE MARKET FOR COMMERCIAL AND
RESIDENTIAL
« PROVIDE ANCHOR FOR EXISTING BUSINESS
- CREATE A VIBRANT SPACE
« ACTIVATION OF VACANT PROPERTY
« SPACE FOR COMMUNITY PROGRAMMING



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The subject property is a 3.7 acre parcel, owned by the City of Westland located adjacent to Westland City Hall. 

The TIFA Board has identified this site as an opportunity to create a public park space/gathering area as well as an expansion of the City Hall campus.

Envisioned as a catalyst for future redevelopment of Westland’s “Shop and Dine District” and the creation of a City Centre District to serve as a the city’s downtown area. 
 
Goal is to strengthen the market for future commercial and residential development and to provide an anchor within the district to support the existing businesses in the area.  

Project would create a sense of vibrancy within the area and allow the City to activate the property and adjacent thoroughfare with programming.
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Project Elements

- WALKING TRAIL

- MULTIPLE PLAY SPACES:
- NATURE PLAY AREA

- ADVENTURE PLAY AREA
- GARDENS

- BOARDWALK ENTRY FROM
CITY HALL

- BAND SHELL TO HOST:
- CONCERTS

- COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

- PICNIC AND GATHERING
AREAS



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The park will include a walking trail, play areas, nature play area, adventure play area, gardens, and boardwalk entry from city hall. 

The center piece of the park will be a great lawn and band shell where concerts and other community activities will be hosted. 





https://youtu.be/DCTBIg5ir1w?si=CjQbZ2cCyYluMy7F

Nature and Adventure
Play

GOALS:

. INCORPORATED INTO SURROUNDING GOALS:
OUTDOOR PLAY ENVIRONMENT

LANDSCAPE

- PROVIDE CONNECTION TO
ENVIRONMENT

- PROVIDE A NON-STRUCTURED PLAY
ENVIRONMENT

ENCOURAGE CREATIVITY AND
IMAGINATION
ELEVATION CHANGES



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The goal of both the nature play and adventure play is to provide children with opportunities to connect with nature and their surroundings, providing opportunities for play while providing amenities which differ greatly than what is offered at Tattan Park. 



Biergarten and Multi-Use

INVITING GATHERING AREA :
SPACE TO DINE AL FRESCO

OASIS IN BUSTLING COMMUNITY
SUSTAINABLE DESIGN

OPPORTUNITY FOR ART INSTALLATIONS

MUTLI-USE SPACE FOR LAWN GAMES
OPPORTUNITY FOR ART INSTALLATIONS

VIP VIEWING OPPORTUNITY FOR LARGE
CONCERTS & EVENTS

OPPORTUNITY FOR ADDITIONAL
PROGRAMMING




Great Lawn and
Amphitheatre

GOALS:

HOST EVENTS

BLUES, BREWS & BARBECUE
STYLE EVENTS

FOOD TRUCK FESTIVALS
MOVIES IN THE PARK
CONCERT SERIES

HOST CLASSES
YOGA IN THE PARK

DANCE CLASSES
REGIONAL DESTINATION
RENTAL OPPORTUNITY
WALKING/EXERCISE LOOP




Nankin Blvd Streetscape
and Plaza iImprovements

STREETSCAPE
IMPROVEMENTS

TRAFFIC CALMING

ABILITY TO
TEMPORARILY EXPAND
EVENT SPACE

PEDESTRIAN
CONNECTION WITH
CENTRAL CITY PKWY &
WARREN RD

GATEWAY SIGNAGE @
NORTH & SOUTH ENDS
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