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General Law Village—Annexation  

Introduction 
The procedure for annexation of territory to a general law village is outlined in Section 6 of the General Law Village Act 
(PA 3 of 1895, MCL 74.6). Unlike city annexation which may involve the State Boundary Commission, village annexation is 
decided by the county board of commissioners. A sample resolution, notice of hearing, petition, and order are attached. 

Procedure 
1. Passage of a resolution by the village council stating the determination to alter the village boundaries.  

2. Notice by the village clerk of the time and place the petition for the boundary change will be considered by the county 
board of commissioners to be published in a newspaper published in the village for at least three weeks immediately 
preceding the presentation. If no newspaper is published in the village, the notice must be posted in at least three of the 
most public places in the village and in at least three of the most public places in the area to be directly affected. This 
notice must contain a description of the premises proposed to be annexed. 

3. Submission of a petition to the board of commissioners of the county in which the territory of the proposed annexation 
is located, requesting the change in boundaries. This petition must be signed by the president and clerk and include the 
following: 

a. A description by metes and bounds of the proposed boundary change. 

b. A statement of the reasons for the proposed change. 

c. A copy of the council’s resolution. 

4. Hearing before the county board of commissioners where all interested parties may appear and be heard relative to the 
proposed change in boundaries. 

5. Determination of the county board of commissioners whether or not the requested change shall be granted. Whether 
or not the proposed boundary change will be approved lies solely within the judgment of the board. Under the General 
Law Village Act, there is no provision for submission of the question to the electors. 

6. Entry of Order by the county board of commissioners into its records, at which time the boundaries of the village will be 
fixed as determined in the order. 

7. Transmission of a certified copy of the order to the village clerk by the county clerk and to the Secretary of State. Upon 
the filing of the order, the boundary adjustment becomes effective. 
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