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The Approach to 
Zoning
The watch repair technician

Do you see a hammer 
anywhere in this workshop?



To Engage or not to 
Engage…
…Or how to (perhaps) avoid suffering 
the slings and arrows of public 
engagement and housing/zoning
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The Zoning 
Charrette/Workshop
Mapping Neighborhoods, Corridors, 
Nodes, and Districts

Where do the neighborhoods in this 
district begin and end?
How long do you think it would take to 
walk across one of the blue circles? 
…to bike across?
How many corridors do you see?
If you wanted to open a profitable small 
store, where would you locate it?



The Zoning 
Charrette/Workshop
Mapping Neighborhoods, 
Corridors, Nodes, and 
Districts
Emily Talen’s Everyday 
Neighborhood:
1. It has a name.

2. Residents know where it is, 
what it is, and whether they 
belong to it.

3. It has at least one place that 
serves as its center.

4. It has a generally agreed upon 
spatial extent.

5. It has everyday facilities and 
services, although it is not self-
contained.

6. It has internal and external 
connectivity.

7. It has diversity within it, or is 
open to its enabling.

8. It has a means of 
representation, a means by 
which residents can be involved 
in its affairs, and an ability to 
speak with a collective voice.



The Zoning 
Charrette/Workshop
Visualizing Density



Type vs. Use

Building type implicitly limits 
uses



Building Types

Illustrations and Precedents



Building Types

Illustrations and Precedents



Building Types

Illustrations and Precedents



Building Types

Illustrations and Precedents



Building Types

Illustrations and Precedents



Building Types

Filling in the Matrix



Building Types

Filling in the Matrix



Building Types

Filling in the Matrix



Adopted Codes

Hazel Park, MI (2025)



Adopted Codes

Owasso, MI (2023)



Adopted Codes

Sault Ste Marie, MI (2025)
ADU Ordinance



Adopted Codes

Whitehall, OH (2021)



Adopted Codes

Rockwell District – Permitted by-right
…No PUDs!
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