
ARTICLE IV.  REGULATION OF DIESEL ENGINE POWERED COMMERCIAL MOTOR
VEHICLES

Sec. 30-80.  Purpose and scope.
This chapter is enacted to protect, preserve and promote the health, safety and welfare of the public

and the citizens of  the city through the reduction, prevention and control of  fuel emissions of  diesel engine
powered commercial motor vehicles. It is the intent of this article to provide for the enforcement of standards
to assure a reduction in fuel emissions which may be injurious to humans, plant life, animal life or property, or
which interfere with comfortable and/or peaceful enjoyment of life or property or the conduct of business.

(Ord. No. 301, § 1, 6-9-2010)

Sec. 30-81.  Applicability.
This article shall apply to diesel engine powered commercial motor vehicles as that term is defined in

49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 390.5.

(Ord. No. 301, § 1, 6-9-2010)

Sec. 30-82.  Prohibitions/General requirements.
No owner or operator of a diesel engine powered commercial motor vehicle shall cause or permit said

vehicle  to  idle  for  more  than five  minutes  in any  60-minute  period  except  as  noted  in section 30-83,
Exemptions, and except as provided in section 30-84, Requirements for load/unload locations, in the case of
such a vehicle located at a load/unload location.

(Ord. No. 301, § 1, 6-9-2010)

Sec. 30-83.  Exemptions.
Section 30-82 prohibitions/general requirements shall not apply for the period or periods of time when:

(1)   A vehicle idles while forced to remain motionless because of on-highway traffic, an official
traffic control device or signal, or at the direction of a law enforcement official.

(2)   A vehicle idles when operating defrosters, heaters, air conditioners, or installing equipment
solely to prevent a safety or health emergency, at the site of the emergency, and not as part of
a rest period or warm up period.

(3)   A  police, fire,  ambulance, public safety,  military, other emergency or law enforcement
vehicle, or any vehicle being used in an emergency capacity, idles while at the location of  an
emergency or training mode and not for the convenience of the vehicle operator.

(4)   The primary propulsion engine idles for maintenance, servicing, repairing, or diagnostic
purposes if idling is required for such activity.

(5)   A vehicle idles as part of a state or federal inspection to verify that all equipment is in good
working order, provided idling is required as part of the inspection.

(6)   Idling of the primary propulsion engine is necessary to power work-related mechanical or
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electrical operations other than propulsion (e.g., mixing or processing cargo or straight truck
refrigeration).  This  exemption does  not  apply  when idling  for  cabin comfort  or  to  operate
non-essential on-board equipment.

(7)   An armored vehicle idles when a person remains inside the vehicle to guard the contents,
or while the vehicle is being loaded or unloaded.

(8)   A passenger bus idles a maximum of  15 minutes in any 60-minute period to  maintain
passenger comfort while non-driver passengers are onboard.

(9)   A vehicle idles due to mechanical difficulties over which the driver has no control; an officer
or inspector enforcing this  chapter may require documentation or receipt  within a specified
number of days in order for this conditional exemption to apply.

(Ord. No. 301, § 1, 6-9-2010)

Sec. 30-84.  General requirement for load/unload locations.
Refer to section 38-186 of the City Code for loading or unloading of trucks.

(Ord. No. 301, § 1, 6-9-2010)

Sec. 30-85.  Auxiliary power units.
Operating an auxiliary power unit, generator set, or other mobile idle reduction technology as a means

to heat, air condition, or provide electrical power as an alternative to idling the main diesel engine shall not be
precluded under this chapter.

(Ord. No. 301, § 1, 6-9-2010)

Sec. 30-86.  Penalty/Remedy.
(a)   Any person, corporation, or other entity who violates any provision of this article shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined a sum no less than $100.00, and not
exceeding $500.00, or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 90 days in jail, or both, and court costs
and costs of prosecution, including actual attorney fees.

(b)   In addition to any remedies available at law, the City of Sylvan Lake may bring an action for an
injunction or other process against any person to restrain, prevent or abate any violation of this article.

(c)   This article shall be enforced by any Sylvan Lake Police Officer, or any other person designated by
the Sylvan Lake City Manager to enforce the provisions of this article.

(Ord. No. 301, § 1, 6-9-2010)
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